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Message

Dear Bukit Batok Residents,						
Happy National Day!
I am sure you would have noticed the special efforts undertaken this year to decorate our constituency on the occasion of
our nation’s 56th birthday.
Our housing estate is adorned with flags, buntings, banners,
bannerettes, specially designed displays and, of course, the
twinkling LED lights along our streets that come on at night.
All the efforts are spearheaded by your community volunteers
and fellow residents. Their goal is to cheer and motivate each
and everyone whilst we, as a nation, navigate our way out of
the pandemic. They exemplify our National Day 2021 slogan;
“Together, Our Singapore Spirit”! I would like to convey my thanks
to these wonderful volunteers. Special thanks too to our sponsors
who donated the funds for the National Day decoration.
In this National Day edition of the Bukit Batok, My Home News
newsletter, we cover a number of community initiatives such as Bukit
Batok Green Plan, Helping Hands Fund and Project Engage, as
well as various National Day Festivities. All are aimed at ensuring
Bukit Batok continues to be a vibrant and caring community that
we are proud of.
Should you wish to join in any initiative featured or have an idea
that you wish to share to improve the wellbeing of Bukit Batok
residents, please do not hesitate to contact us via the different
channels stated below.
Thanks you.
Murali Pillai
Adviser to Bukit Batok Grassroots Organisations
亲爱的武吉巴督居民
国庆日快乐！
在新加坡欢庆56周年国庆之际，相信大家已经看到武吉巴督选区里绚丽多彩的国庆装饰。
我们的组屋区张挂了各种精心设计的国旗，彩旗，横幅等，街道也设置了LED彩灯，点亮夜空，璀璨夺目。这些装饰都是由我们的社
区义工和居民携手打造的，希望借此为武吉巴督的居民加油打气，并在面对疫情团结彼此，齐心协力摆脱疫情。这也充分体现了今年
国庆庆典主题：“齐心协力，坚毅前行”。我谨此向这些弘扬新加坡精神的社区义工和居民致谢，也对热心赞助国庆装饰的人士及商
家深表谢意。
这一集的武吉巴督国庆版社区刊物，报道了在武吉巴督开展的社区项目，例如武吉巴督绿色发展蓝图，武吉巴督援助基金和数码乐龄
计划，以及一系列国庆庆祝活动。这些项目和活动将继续把武吉巴督打造成更具关怀和凝聚力的社区，且让所有居民引以为豪。
如果您想参与刊物里所提到的任何项目，或想和我们分享一些能够改进武吉巴督居民福祉的意见，欢迎您通过以下方式和我们联系。
谢谢！
穆仁理
武吉巴督基层组织顾问

Murali Pillai

@muralipillaisg
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Penduduk-penduduk Bukit Batok yang dihormati,
Selamat Hari Kebangsaan!
Saya pasti anda telah melihat usaha-usaha khas yang dilakukan tahun ini untuk menghiasi kawasan sekeliling kita sempena ulang
tahun ke-56 negara kita.
Kawasan perumahan kita dihiasi dengan bendera, spanduk-spanduk, paparan-paparan yang direka khas dan tentu saja, lampu LED
yang menyala dan berkelipan bila tiba waktu malam disepanjang jalan-jalan kita.
Semua usaha ini diterajui oleh sukarelawan-sukarelawan masyarakat dan bersama penduduk. Tujuan mereka adalah untuk bersorak
dan mendorong setiap orang, sementara kita, sebagai sebuah negara, menuju jalan keluar dari pandemik sekarang. Mereka
mencontohkan slogan Hari Kebangsaan 2021 kita; “Bersama, Semangat Singapura Kita!” Saya ingin mengucapkan terimakasih
kepada sukarelawan-sukarelawan yang hebat ini. Terimakasih juga kepada penaja kami yang menyumbangkan dana untuk hiasan
Hari Kebangsaan.
Dalam buletin edisi Hari Kebangsaan “Bukit Batok, My Home News” kali ini, kami merangkumi sejumlah inisiatif masyarakat seperti
Rancangan Hijau Bukit Batok, Dana Hulur Bantuan dan Project Engage, serta pelbagai Perayaan Hari Kebangsaan. Semua ini
bertujuan memastikan Bukit Batok terus menjadi komuniti yang cergas dan prihatin yang dapat kita banggakan.
Sekiranya anda ingin menyertai sebarang inisiatif yang ditampilkan
atau mempunyai ide yang ingin anda kongsi untuk meningkatkan
kesejahteraan penduduk-penduduk Bukit Batok, sila menghubungi kami
melalui saluran yang dinyatakan di bawah.
Terima kasih,
Murali Pillai
Penasihat Pertubuhan Akar Umbi Bukit Batok

t.me/muralipillaisg

feedback@bukitbatok.sg
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BUKIT BATOK GREEN PLAN
The grass is greener on our side…
A clean and green Singapore is something we’ve all come to enjoy and expect over the decades. Bukit Batok
community leaders continue this effort with the Bukit Batok Green Plan.
The plan was launched on 17 April 2021 by our residents, Bukit Batok Grassroots Organisations (GROs) and
community partners.

The revamped Bukit Batok Neighbourhood Park 2 (Fuji Hill) was born out of the Green Plan. In this green
sanctuary, residents can look forward to catching sight of squirrels playing, enjoying birds singing and hearing
the wind whistling around the trees. The great lush greenery provides ample play space for our residents in the
neighbourhood. In addition, thrill-seeking children will be excited by the long tube slides in the park.
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Bukit Batok Hillside Nature Park is scheduled to open
in 2024! The 8.9-hectare park is located between
Bukit Batok West Ave 2 and Bukit Batok West Ave 5. A
second larger park is also in the plans. The 16-hectare
Bukit Batok Central Nature Park will be in the forested
area near Bukit Batok West Ave 2 (next to the Civil
Service Club @ Bukit Batok). With these green plans,
you’ll love coming back home to Bukit Batok every
time.

Gardens for
those with green
fingers!!
The Green Plan also provides for allotment gardens
in each zone within our 12 Residents’ Networks
(RNs). Residents can look forward to growing and
harvesting produce to be shared with the community.
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Rejuvenating Bukit
Batok by reducing,
recycling and
repurposing
Mahogany trees along Bukit Batok had to be cleared
to make space for the Jurong Region MRT line, but the
Wood Craft Interest Group sprang into action. They
came up with the creative idea of using the wood
from these trees to create furniture for Bukit Batok
residents.
To complement the green space, cycling facilities will
also be improved. A bicycle repair stand is proposed
to be built along the popular Bukit Batok Avenue 1
Park Connector. This should encourage more residents
to take up cycling for leisure or as a clean mode of
transport.

Loving our essential
workers, loving
our home
Before
the
pandemic,
many of us took our
clean housing estate for
granted. It was only in the
pandemic that we realised
how indispensable our estate
cleaners are.
Many residents took the initiative to clean up their
corridors and void decks and even inspired their
neighbours to join in. Hats off to these civic-minded
residents!

A big thank you to our residents and volunteers
who collaborated with South West Community
Development Council (CDC) in the annual Clean Up
South West event.
Together, they set up a collection point for recyclables
recently. Many donated newspapers, magazines and
clothes in exchange for groceries! The green wave
must be catching on in Bukit Batok, because a total
of 758kg of clothes and 674 kg of recyclable paper
were collected in a single week.

A big-hearted resident gifted grocery vouchers to
each of the six cleaners in his zone. He thanked
them for their hard work in keeping the estate
clean. He also expressed the hope that we will
appreciate our cleaners more. The cleaners were
pleasantly touched by and grateful for his kind
gesture.
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NATIONAL DAY EVENTS
Fun-filled National Day
festivities all around the
neighbourhood!
Have you met August the National Day Parade (NDP) Mascot?
Located in the precinct of Bukit Batok Skypeak, you can spot August
around the estate and snap a photo with him! Residents took part in
the photo contest to commemorate how Singapore has got through
the hard times, emerging stronger!
Bukit Batok residents submitted
their photos to make up lovely
montages of their estates amidst
the National Day decorations!

Look at all our residents’ creative ideas
when they recreated Gardens By the Bay,
Marina Bay Sands and Changi Airport using
recycled materials!

Catch our residents pen their wishes and dreams for
Singapore on red and white umbrellas, celebrating
Singapore’s 56th birthday!
For my umbrella design, I have collated the key events that
Singaporeans have worked together through this pandemic,
such as wearing masks, working from home, home based
learning and vaccination. I would also like to take this
opportunity to thank the health care workers in Singapore for
their love and care. As Singaporeans, we can weather this
storm together and emerge stronger as one, to face the new
norm for the world.

Mdm Lim Kim Choo
Most Popular Award for
“Design & Décor Umbrella Contest”

Bukit Batok residents celebrated National Day
through virtual sing-alongs and dances.
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NATIONAL DAY ESTATE
DECORATION
Celebrating National Day 2021 with a
new spirit
- Cheerful decorations to celebrate our resilience and welcome the future!
This year’s National Day is of utmost significance as the nation braves the pandemic with a collective effort from
its residents here in Bukit Batok. We see a strong sense of unity from the Singapore flags being put up across
neighbourhoods, a sign of community spirit and pride in every resident. These vibrant decorations remind us that
whatever lies on the road ahead, we will get through with positivity and see light at the end of the tunnel.

Bukit Batok sure makes turning 56 look so good!

09

The Singapore flag flying high and proud in every nook
and cranny of Bukit Batok!

Bukit Batok coming alive at night in a shining and
shimmering sea of National Day decorations!

MR CHUA KIM HUA, BBM
MR LI SHI PENG
MR ONG CHAI, PBM
MS CHUA SWEE HIOK

Heartfelt thanks to our sponsors for making this possible:

MR CHUA KIM HUA, BBM
MR LI SHI PENG
MR ONG CHAI, PBM
MS CHUA SWEE HIOK
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NATIONAL DAY MESSAGES
BY RESIDENTS
“Happy Birthday
Singapore!”
Residents sent in their wishes for Singapore’s 56th
birthday via Bukit Batok, Our Home Telegram.
Thank you for your determination, optimism
and
support
for
one
another.
Bukit
Batok, you live the National Day theme:
Together, Our Singapore Spirit.
Join Bukit Batok,
Our Home Telegram

https://t.me/bbourhome

Happy Birthday,
Singapore! Stay strong,
healthy & safe to all...
Together to overcome
this pandemic.
Serene,
Resident of Bukit Batok Blk 108

Happy 56th Birthday,
Singapore! Let’s stay
united and together a
stronger Singapore! Stay
safe and healthy!
Anna Tan,
Resident of Bukit Batok Blk 299

Happy Birthday
Singapore!!
Wishing
the nation resilience and
unity to brave through
challenges and continue to
prosper. Come whatever,
we did it together, and
we’ll do it again.

🎉

Happy 56th Birthday
Singapore! Let’s stay
united and strong as
always.

♥

Tan Zhenzhi,
Resident of Bukit Batok Blk 623

💪

Yu Di,
Resident of Bukit Batok Blk 116

Happy 56th Birthday my
home country. Thank you
for giving us a safe place
I can call home. Majulah
Singapura!!!

Happy Birthday Singapore!!
May we stay strong and
united to overcome this
tough period and overcome
all hurdles together. One
People! One Nation! One
Singapore!
Nasihah,
Resident of Bukit Batok Blk 230

Annie,
Resident of Bukit Batok Blk 103

Happy 56th Birthday Singapore. I wish that Singapore
will stay strong, healthy and prosperous in the many years
ahead! Whatever challenges we face nowadays, let us show
the world, together we can make a stronger Singapore. Stay
home and stay safe. Thank you for all the frontliners from
the bottom of our hearts for safeguarding all of us. I wish
everyone a very Happy National Day. Majulah Singapura

🇸🇬

Thangavel Kasi Renugha,
Resident of Bukit Batok Blk 228

Happy Birthday
Singapore! Stay safe! Stay
strong! Stay healthy!
Bukit Batok Our Home

🇸🇬

Yanxia,
Resident of Bukit Batok

🌈🎻
🎉

Happy Birthday Singapore! Stay safe and
stay healthy to all Singaporeans. We will be
stronger as one to fight this pandemic. Bravo!
Sarimah,
Resident of Bukit Batok Blk 216

11

HELPING THE NEEDY
Community spirit
uplifting the vulnerable
amongst us
In Bukit Batok, we are stronger together.
In true Singaporean spirit, we came together to help
one another across communities. This year, the Bukit
Batok GROs partnered various non-profit welfare and
religious organisations to lend a helping hand to those
in need.
Giving up their personal time, our volunteers were out
in force, enthusiastically distributing goodie bags to
low-income families.

Residents were treated to sumptuous nasi briyani,
pizza and chicken rice sponsored by our generous
partners during festive celebrations. They were also
given grocery packs and vouchers to bring festive
cheers to them.

It is heartening to see racial and religious harmony
at its best as demonstrated by this collaboration and
partnership with various groups across race, language
and religion. This willingness to reach across these
lines and help the vulnerable makes us stronger!
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MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT
Mental wellness plays a role
Need a listening ear?
The pandemic has caused mental stress for many.
From the uncertainty of last year and the fear of
getting infected by the virus, to the fear of job
loss, stress of adjustments at school and the
restrictions on daily life, we all felt the strain.
The Bukit Batok Green Ribbon Taskforce
(GRTF), in collaboration with Caregivers Alliance
Limited, swung into action with programmes to
raise awareness and conduct workshops to equip
caregivers with essential skills to better care for their mentally challenged
family members. Resources such as GRTF cards with mental health hotlines
were also distributed during MOE Bursary Awards as well as Hong Bao
Distribution.

TALK TO SOMEONE TODAY
The current COVID-19 situation has affected many of us one way or another.
Should you feel overwhelmed & need to talk to someone, here are some helplines
that can help you.

General
Mental Health Helpline (24 hours) – 6389 2222
Samaritans of Singapore (24 hours) – 1800 221 4444
Singapore Association for Mental Health (SAMH) (Mon-Fri 9am 1pm & 2pm - 6pm) – 1800 283 7019
Silver Ribbon (Singapore) (Mon – Fri 9am – 5pm) – 6385 3714 /
6386 1928 / 6509 0271
Viriya Therapy Centre (Mon - Fri, 10am-5pm) - 6256 1311
National Care Hotline (Daily, 8am-12am, from 1 Sep 2020) - 1800202-6868

For Seniors
CareLine (24-hours) - 6340 7054
Hua Mei Centre for Successful Ageing (Mon - Thurs, 8.30am 6pm, Fri 8.30am - 5.30pm) – 6593 9549
Lions Befrienders (Mon - Fri, 9am - 6pm) – 1800 375 8600
O' Joy Care Services (Mon - Fri, 8am - 5.30pm) – 6749 0190
The Seniors Helpline (Mon - Fri, 9am - 7pm, Sat 9am - 1pm) – 1800
555 5555

A community message brought to you by:
Green Ribbon Taskforce a group of resident volunteers from Bukit Batok SMC who care for your
mental health & wellness
The above information is correct as at Nov 2020

Batok GROs collaborated with
Caregivers-to-CaregiversBukit
Club2Care (C2C), a local non-profit
organisation focusing on community-based
Training Programme (C2C)

照顾者互助培训课程 (C2C)

mental wellness programmes, and the
Taskforce to provide targeted mental health
support to our community. Participants
expressed that they found the programme
insightful,
and8-session
were grateful
to find a network
Join us in our 12-session online C2C Training Programme
or our
online
dementia C2C Training Programme conducted by our of
programme
managers
and
support in their
very own neighbourhood.

caregiver volunteers to:
❶ Have a better understanding of different mental health issues including
depression,
disorders,
psychosis
and C2C
schizophrenia
C2C) residents better
In addition,
GRTF anxiety
has organised
upcoming
12-week
programme(For
to 12-session
help Bukit Batok
❷ Improve
your mental
problem-solving
communication
skills disorders, psychosis, schizophrenia and
understand
different
health issues and
including
depression, anxiety
❸ Learn
strategies
to walk the recovery journey with your loved one
8-week
C2Ccoping
programme
for dementia.
Class

Training

Starting Date

Date & Time

Eng

12 weeks C2C

23 Sept 2021

Thurs, 2.30pm - 5.00pm

Eng

8 weeks C2C - Dementia

21 Oct 2021

Thurs, 2.30pm - 5.00pm

中

十二周 C2C课程

2022年2月17日

星期 四, 2.30pm - 5.00pm

Note:

中文照顾者课程 Chinese C2C Class

English C2C Class

中
Interested
residents can contact Caregivers Alliance Limited at 97707996 (for 12-week C2C programme),
97207590 (for 8-week C2C programme) or email them at emailwest@cal.org.sg.
Eng

SIGN UP HERE

Call us 电话: +65 9770 7796 for 12 Weeks C2C / 十二周 C2C课程
Call us 电话 +65 9720 7590 for 8 Weeks C2C
Email us 电邮: emailwest@cal.org.sg
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DIGITAL LITERACY
Helping our seniors find their feet online
What a leap forward for Mdm Amy Tan, 67, after she participated in two sessions of the Seniors Go Digital
programme with her husband!
She can now confidently send chat messages, use her Singpass, do digital banking and email from her smartphone
after one-to-one sessions with Digital Ambassadors.

“The programme helped me to become more confident in embracing
digital technology. Besides communicating with my son who lives
in Japan over LINE, I can now keep close contact with my sisters,
neighbours, teachers and ex-colleagues over WhatsApp on a regular
basis.
I also book my polyclinic appointments through Singpass (HealthHub)
and receive updates from the hospital through email.
Learning to use a smartphone has helped elderlies like me to socialise,
learn new things and stay active. I am even sharing online breaking
news with my friends. Digital skills are not difficult to pick up,” stressed
Mdm Tan. “I am sure everyone can do so!”

Dr Chiew Tuan Kiang spearheaded Project Engage, to
equip and train our elderly residents to use common
digital services. Bukit Batok GROs partnered IMDA to
run programmes such as E-Payment Learning Journey,
while Digital Ambassadors guided participants on
using applications like WhatsApp, online banking and
SingPass.
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JOB PLACEMENT
Helping job seekers
The pandemic hurt many residents financially.
Bukit Batok Job Taskforce, started in 2016, has long
provided employment assistance to Bukit Batok residents
by tapping on grassroots initiatives and various
networks. Bukit Batok volunteers helped to disseminate
information about job-searches and provided basic
career coaching. They also referred residents to the
Taskforce and e2i for in-depth career coaching and
job matching. Over 58 volunteers received training
from e2i over Zoom in the most recent training session.

The Taskforce and e2i also held multiple Job Fairs
at Bukit Batok CC. Employers from manufacturing,
wholesale goods and logistics sectors were
represented. Fortunately, some of our grassroots leaders
have their own businesses and despite facing their
unique challenges, they did their best to extend job
opportunities to our residents. Chairman of Bukit Batok
Community Job Placement Taskforce Mr Alfred Chua,
PBM, set a personal example. His company worked
actively with Workforce Singapore (WSG) and e2i to
provide job opportunities in the F&B industry.

Bukit Batok GROs collaborated with WSG to house
an SGUnited Jobs and Skills Centre at Bukit Batok CC
to help Singaporeans access jobs, traineeships and
training opportunities. Residents can visit the Centre
and speak to our Career Ambassadors from Mondays to
Saturdays, 10am to 5.30pm, except Public Holidays.
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HELPING HANDS FUND
Urgent relief for residents
and stallholders affected
by Covid-19
Our residents, Mr Muhammad Ramzan Bin Kamsani and Mr Muhammad
Eusoff Mok were hit hard by Covid-19. One lost his job and the other
resigned for fear of contracting Covid-19 infection in the course of his work.
After Mr Ramzan lost his job as a car dealer, he took on work as a private
hire car driver but is unable to make ends meet. He said, “I made $72
today from six bookings. This excludes daily car rental of $50 and petrol
of about $20 a day.”
Thankfully, the Helping Hands Fund funded purely by Bukit Batok wellwishers, came to their rescue.

Coming to the
assistance of residents

Encik Eusoff, a 78-year-old
retiree who lives alone, worked
part-time at McDonald’s. But,
to protect himself from catching
Covid-19, he quit his job. Now
a volunteer at the Zone 7
Residents’ Network, he said,
“The Fund came at the time
when my finances were tight. It
helped me to live better.”

The Fund provided urgent relief
for both Mr Ramzan and Encik
Eusoff.

Several hundred Bukit Batok families on social welfare assistance programme
received up to a maximum of 4 tranches of $200 to help them cope with
the pandemic. All of this is funded by Bukit Batok well-wishers who donated
generously to the Helping Hands Fund.
Mechanisms like the Fund give us the ability to provide urgent and specific
help to those in our community who are in need, and supplement the many
national programmes put in place to assist those affected by Covid-19.

Helping Stallholders
in difficulty
The Fund also rolled out a programme specifically for stallholders who had to temporarily suspend their businesses.
The Fund helped to defray some of their operating costs via a one-time assistance of $250, fully funded by Bukit
Batok well-wishers.

“The background of the
design features a hill, a
literal reference to “Bukit” in
“Bukit Batok”. Singapore is
symbolised as a rising sun,
because she is a resilient
country that rises above
the challenges confronting
her each and every day.
Singaporeans like you and I
are represented by the person
in the foreground, looking
onwards and upwards, as
certain as the sun rising in the
east that our home is where
our hopes and dreams begin.”
Wong Zhen Fei
Year 3 Diploma in Graphic Communication
Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts
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